
Course Title: Rise of the Novel (18th and 19th century) 

Semester: 4th  

Course Code: ELL 205 

 
Course Description 

This course aims to introduce the students to the origin and development of relatively late-emerging 

genre of novel. It has been designed with a view to developing their understanding how novel is different 
from other genres of literature, poetry and drama. The students are given an indepth understanding of the 

making and mechanics of a novel, the role of narrator, narrative styles and techniques, and the art of  
characterization. The teacher is also expected to explain how a full-length fictional prose narrative is 
different from flash fiction, short story and novella. Discussing the emergence of novel since eighteenth 

century, this course brings out the significance of this genre as discussed, for example, in great detail in 
Ian Watt’s seminal book, Rise of the Novel (1955). While teaching novel, teachers are supposed to 
consult and have a sound understanding of some of the ground breaking books as Rise of the Novel 
(1955) by Ian Watt, Aspects of the Novel (1927) by E M Forster, and The English Novel (1953) by Walter 

Allen. With a deeper understanding of the elements of fiction, the teachers will be able to impart a holistic 
definition of this genre starting from the basic “long fictional prose narrative” to a relatively complex 
definition of novel as can be extracted from, say, Ian Watt’s book. An understanding of ingredient 

elements that constitute a novel will enable the students to develop an all-round understanding of this 
genre and equip them to grasp the complexities of modern fiction course in the coming semesters. 

 
Learning Outcomes 

This course will enable the students 
1. To have a full understanding of 18th and 19th century novel which is rich in diversity as well as 

creativity. 

2. To closely study the English society of these centuries and its impact upon human lives, and its 
complex psychological phenomena. 

3. To develop an insight into various factors responsible for the appeal of the subject matter of these 

novels which was not only enjoyed by readers of the centuries in which they were written but by 
Victorian readers or even for modern readers of contemporary times. 

Course Contents 

Unit-I 

1.1 Henry Fielding Joseph Andrews (1742) 

1.2 Jane Austen Pride and Prejudice (1813) 

1.3 Charles Dickens Hard Times (1854) 

1.4 George Eliot The Mill on the Floss (1860) 

1.5 Thomas Hardy The Return of the Native (1878) 

 
Teaching and Learning Strategies: 

Following teaching strategies to be adopted: 
1. Class Discussion 

2. Reading and analyzing the text through interactive sessions. 

3. Class presentations. 

4. Group Discussions 

5. Lectures, seminars and tutorials. 

Assignments: 

Two assignments, one before midterms and one after midterm, to be submitted. The students are advised 
to get their topics approved by the teacher. And there is a zero tolerance policy for plagiarism. (Please 

consult HEC policy on Plagiarism). 

 



Assessment and Examination: 

Sr. No. Elements Weightage Details 

58. Midterm 
Assessment 

It takes place at the mid-point of the 
semester. 

59. Formative 
Assessment 

It is continuous assessment. It includes: 
classroom participation, attendance, 
assignments and presentations, homework, 
attitude and behavior, hands-on-activities, 
short tests, quizzes etc. 

60. Final 
Assessment 

It takes place at the end of the semester. It is 
mostly in the form of a test, but owing to the 
nature of the course the teacher may assess 
their students based on term paper, research 
proposal development, field work and report 
writing etc. 
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